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Rector’s Report from Fr Larry Ort 
 

 A couple of months ago I invited you to 

join a Zoom study/discussion 

of Rabbi Jonathan Sack’s 

Morality: Restoring the 

Common Good in Divided 

Times.  

 

 When reading the 

Episcopal News Service last 

Wednesday, I encountered the 

following news article about 

the Rabbi’s death, 
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/11/10/archbishop-justin-

welby-pays-tribute-after-death-of-britains-former-chief-rabbi-sacks/ 

 

 News of the Rabbi’s death has saddened 

me. Although I did not personally know him, I 

feel that I have lost a good friend and kindred 

spirit. (See more about Rabbi Sacks on page 3). 

 

 After Christmas, I plan to activate this 

study group and to open it to anyone in the 

Brookings community who would like to join us.   

 

 We are fast approaching Thanksgiving. I 

am sure than many of you have curtailed your  

 

 

Thanksgiving plans due to Covid-19. My sister, 

Shirley, was planning to visit and to cook with 

Judy. Due to increased levels of infection, she has 

cancelled her plans. I assured her it was OK and 

told her Judy and I have a frozen pizza in the 

freezer! How’s that for laying on a guilt trip?!  

 

 As I look forward to Thanksgiving, I have 

begun to 

consider 

those 

things for 

which I 

am 

thankful. 

It has 

been a 

tough 

year!  

 

 Know that you are on my list as is Judy’s 

healing from compression fractures which she 

sustained last July. I am also thankful for the vast 

numbers who voted in our recent election and for 

the progress in developing vaccines for Covid-19.  

 

 When we tend to get discouraged, it helps 

to count our blessings, as that old hymn reminds 

us! 

November 2020 
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 Shortly after Thanksgiving, on November 

29th, we begin our celebration of Advent. I have 

ordered 20 copies of Waiting and Watching: 

Advent Word Reflections (SEE PAGE 6) 

 

Here is a brief description: 

 Savor and steep your Advent journey in 

the Word of God. Drawn from the weekly 

scripture readings, these daily devotions 

offer an opportunity to pause, wait, and 

watch for the Christ child. 

 The reflections are part of a larger 

initiative called AdventWord, a global 

community praying and walking together 

during this holy season. Hosted by 

Virginia Theological Seminary and in 

partnership with Forward Movement, 

AdventWord invites people to read and 

respond to each day's word. In Waiting 

and Watching, the daily reflections include 

a response or action item and a prayer. In 

addition, each day features a doodling 

prompt by artist and Praying in Color 

author Sybil MacBeth for those who enjoy 

a hands-on approach to prayer. 

 

 When they arrive, the booklets will be on 

the coffee table in Charlie’s Porch. If you would 

like a booklet and live away or are unable to 

conveniently pick one up, please let me know and 

I will see that you get one. 

  

 For the past several years, we have 

conducted an Episcopal Relief and Development 

fund-raiser. Do I 

have a volunteer to 

spearhead this year’s 

drive? It will be a bit 

more challenging 

due to operating virtually! I encourage you to 

send your gift to Robert Klein, 929 Yosemite 

Lane, Brookings, SD 57006. Please designate 

“ERD” on the memo-line of the check. If you 

would like further information about potential 

gifts, visit https://support.episcopalrelief.org/gifts.  

 

 I still laugh about Doug and Connie 

Nelson’s contribution of a goat in my honor – 

they got my goat!  

 

 As in previous years, St. Paul’s Outreach 

Fund will match your contribution up to $1000, 

and ERD has donors that will match up to 

$750,000! That means each dollar you give has 

the potential of becoming three dollars. 

Blessings, Fr. Larry 

 

Senior Warden’s Message to Parish 
By Lynn Hublou 

 

 Oh, the changes 

we’re all faced with these 

days! At vestry the other 

night I commented on 

how much I miss the 

once-a-month Hospitality 

Committee meetings we’d 

been holding on Pancake Sunday. I mentioned, 

too, that this year will be the first in decades 

without a Christmas Cookie Exchange. We miss 

the soup suppers, and this last summer many of us 

hoped to once again have the monthly Burgers 

and Brats on the Patio event. All of these 

represent our times together, our fellowship. 

 

 Sitting at my desk working away, I often 

stream Public Radio, and a common theme is the 

emotional toll the pandemic is taking on us. I 

certainly feel it. I have little contact with my 

students except through email, and trips outside 

the walls of my home are infrequent. I just don’t 

lay eyes on too many folk. 

 

 One ray of sunshine is St. Paul’s Youth 

Group, which meets on the first and third 

Wednesdays in Thorburn Hall. I stay a safe 

distance away from the girls who attend, and we 

all mask up. I feel safe there. Our activities 

include talking about the pandemic and other 

serious matters, but we have a good time, too. 

These young girls bring so much joy and fun to 

the table. One thing I established this year is some 

privacy for reflection. I gave each girl a folder and 

a notebook, and each time we meet, they enter 

something in their notebook.  No one is to see 

what the girls write and reflect on without their 

permission.  

 

 Last time we met, we focused on prayers 

of thanksgiving. Our lesson included first reading 

The General Thanksgiving. Then I had them draw 

https://support.episcopalrelief.org/gifts
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a cross on a page in their notebook and write 

down inside the cross all they were thankful for. 

The next part of the lesson included their drawing 

another cross, and within that cross they were to 

write their “burdens,” the things they find hard to 

live with.  

 

 You should have seen the seriousness with 

which they approached this part of the lesson. I 

didn’t think we’d have time for the final part of 

the lesson which was drawing and decorating 

“hand” turkeys, but we did. At any rate, the lesson 

on prayers of thanksgiving continued with a 

discussion of kinds thanksgivings and then 

reading the Litany of Thanksgiving.  

 

 The last thing I did was give everyone a 

slip of paper with this prayer: “For all that has 

gone before, we say, Thanks. For all that is yet to 

come, we say, Yes.” I told them to carry this slip 

with them, to look at it from time to time, and to 

remember in thanksgiving that our burdens will 

not last forever.  

 

Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, RIP 
 

  The Archbishop of Canterbury has paid 

tribute to the 

former Chief 

Rabbi of Great 

Britain and the 

Common-

wealth, Lord 

Jonathan 

Sacks, who 

died on 

Saturday, just 

weeks after 

announcing he had 

cancer. Rabbi Sacks 

served as Chief Rabbi for 22 years before retiring 

in 2013. He was buried yesterday (Sunday) in a 

modest ceremony attended by just a few people, 

because of England’s current Covid-19 lockdown 

restrictions. 

 

 In a brief statement on Saturday, 

Archbishop Justin spoke of his “deep sadness”, 

and said that Rabbi Sacks had “devoted so much 

of his life to reflecting on God at the most 

profound level – and we are all the beneficiaries 

of his wisdom.” 

 
“It was that rare combination – profound depth, 

and equally profound commitment to relating with 

others – that made the leadership he offered 

possible. “My prayers are especially with Rabbi 

Sacks’s family, with all those whose lives he 

touched, and with the whole Jewish community as 

they come to terms with this great loss. May his 

memory be a lasting blessing.” 

 

 The Council of Christians and Jews, the 

world’s oldest inter-faith organization, described 

Rabbi Sacks as “a towering religious leader and 

intellectual. . . He developed friendships with 

successive Archbishops of Canterbury, [Roman 

Catholic] Archbishops of Westminster and other 

Christian leaders. His books, other writings, 

lectures and media appearances were followed 

and admired not only by the Jewish community 

but by millions of Christians and people of all 

faiths and none. His sparkling address to the 

Lambeth Conference in 2008 is still remembered 

today. . . His influence will endure for years to 

come through the many he inspired, influenced 

and touched with his warmth and wisdom” 

 

 Archbishop Justin added: “At the same 

time, Rabbi Sacks was always someone who you 

could relate to instantly. He was always 

thoroughly part of the world and he relished that. 

He had a deep commitment to interpersonal 

relationships – and when you met him you 

couldn’t help but be swept up in his delight at 

living, his sense of humor, his kindness, and his 

desire to know, understand and value others.” 

 

Vestry Minutes Nov. 16 Meeting 

 

Rector’s Report (Fr. Larry Ort): There will be an 

undesignated bequest for St. Paul’s from 

Dorothy Kratochvil’s estate.  Fr. Larry has 

ordered 20 copies (@$4) for an Advent study 

group via Zoom.  He also received a free 

Children’s Advent activity packet, which he 

shared with the Sunday School teachers.  The 

Discretionary Expenses had an opening balance 

of $1772.07.  There was one expenditure of 

$200 at the request of the Ministerial 

Association on behalf of an international student 

Rabbi Sacks (left)  with then-

Archbishop of Canterbury 

Rowan Williams at the 2008 

Lambeth Conference 
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who required oral surgery, leaving a balance of 

$1572.07.  St. Paul’s contributed 240 cans of 

cranberry sauce to Feeding Brookings. 

 

Senior Warden’s Report (Lynn Hublou): Lynn 

reported that there are three girls participating in 

the senior youth group, two of whom are not 

members of St. Paul’s, but are friends of Olivia 

Lacher-Starace.  Marsha Klein reported on the 

elementary youth group, which is planning a 

Nativity Reader’s Theater with the hope of 

posting it on the St. Paul’s FaceBook page.  The 

senior group also hopes to do a presentation.   

 

Junior Warden’s Report (Lee Kratochvil): No 

action was taken on the April Brooks Memorial 

Garden, but Fr. Larry will continue to pursue an 

additional fencing bid from Discmacon.  

Courtesy Plumbing installed a new water heater 

in the church. Lee bought a diamond grinder 

with which to grind the sidewalks down to 

facilitate snow clearance.  Two trees have 

already been planted on our boulevard, and a 

linden will be planted in the spring on the east 

boulevard.   

 

Treasurer’s Report (Bob Klein): Most pledges 

are reasonably paid up; report was accepted 

 

Old Business:  

Allocation of Outreach Fund ($8050 available) 

The following is the list of charities and the 

amount allocated to each: 

 Rebuilding the South Sudan Through 

Education ($500) 

 Drug Court ($750) 

 Bienvenidos a Brookings ($500) 

 Feeding Brookings ($1.000) 

 Brookings Food Pantry ($750) (Note: St. 

Paul’s donated $250 earlier in 2020) 

 St. James Enemy Swim ($500) 

 Brookings Ministerial Association ($1,000) 

 Project Joy ($500) 

 

The treasurer was authorized to cut checks for 

these charities. Deferred for discussion in 

December: Episcopal Relief and 

Development, Brookings Humane Society, 

and the Salvation Army.  Klein will be 

reimbursed for two out-of-pocket expenses 

totaling $165.95 

Stewardship Drive:  Fr. Larry presented the 

Stewardship Drive mailer for Vestry 

consideration.  He will be mailing it out. 

 

New Business:  Advent will be somewhat 

challenging, but we will try to have some 

music.  Fr. Larry will train Janet G. to 

facilitate playing music on the computer for 

Zoom church.  We also need someone to 

volunteer to polish brass, since that was Jean 

Lacher’s special project.   

 

Next Meeting: Dec. 14, 

Vestry will schedule 

a time for the 2021 

budget meeting. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 Marsha Klein, Clerk 

of the Vestry 

Vestry Clerk Marsha 

St. James Episcopal was founded as a mission 

church for the Santee Sioux that settled in the area 

after being forced out of Minnesota in 1862.  The 

present church building was built in 1925 on a hill 

overlooking Enemy Swim Lake.  The legend about 

the unusual lake name is as follows:  Chippewas 

attacked a Sioux camp from the water but a Sioux 

lookout heard splashing and yelled “Toka nuapi” 

(the enemy swims).  The Sisseton Mission has 3 

churches: St Johns, Browns Valley, St Marys, 

Sisseton, and St James Enemy Swim, which is a 

few miles north of Waubay, SD. 

 

St Paul’s Connection:  Our outreach program has 

always included helping St James, which is a 

Mission in our Deanery. For years our Christmas 

Angel Tree gifts went to St James, but in the last 

few years, we send a monetary contribution to help 

with Christmas meals and gifts.   
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November Birthdays 

Emily Braun, Jack Woodard, Carolann Klug, 

Jessica Laidlaw, Aricia Hovelson, Madison 

Vanduch, Andrew Trump 

December Birthdays 
Amanda Norgaard, Olivia Lacher Starace, George 

Hoffman, Maris Gehant, Jay Vanduch, SaraWoodard, 

Shannon Malmberg, Connie Nelson, Tonia Bogue  

November-December Anniversaries 
Chuck and Sara Woodard, Ismael and Bess 

Pallares, Bill and Shirley Gibbons, Mark and 

Patty Kratochvil, Charlie and Kay Clever 

 

New Windows: more 

news 
 

 We haven’t been in 

church much since the new 

windows were installed, so 

we haven’t been able to enjoy the esthetic 

improvements the new windows bring to the 

sanctuary.  And, there may be unseen advantages 

of the new windows in possible savings in heating 

and cooling costs. 

 

 In addition, the Natural Cathedral 

Committee (NCC) thinks of the new windows as 

another way St Paul’s has lowered our carbon 

footprint.  

Our energy 

for heat and 

cooling is 

natural gas 

supplied by Northwestern Energy, 

which provided records of past energy 

use by St Paul’s (1,770 therms/yr; 

$1,116/yr.  

 

 Before- and-after window comparisons of 

energy use are difficult because of church closures 

due to the pandemic.  However, we have definite 

proof of the positive impact of the new windows.  

We call it the “wasp index.”  The old windows 

were so drafty that we occasionally found wasps 

in the sanctuary.  After the new windows were 

installed, the wasp index has dropped to zero! 

To be more quantitative, the NCC statistics staff 

estimated that the new windows would save the 

church about $700 over 5 years, and would reduce 

our carbon foot print by about 6.5 tons of carbon 

dioxide over 5 years.  The savings are equivalent 

to energy used by one private residence for 5 

years, or 1.3 private cars driven for 5 years.   

  

 In conservation and mitigation terms, our 

carbon footprint was reduced by the amount of 

carbon sequestered by eight acres of forest over 5 

years.  So, we are reminded of one of the free 

services of nature.  The value of trees to ecology 

and human spirit is a theme of Mass is the Grass.   

 

 While our energy savings are small, we 

hope they will be inspirational for parishioners, 

and set an example in our historic neighborhood, 

and for other churches in the Diocese.  Our 

project shows that a small congregation can “act 

locally while thinking globally.   

 

“faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, 

is dead.” James 2:17 

 

 Our enduring thanks 

goes to Coral Bonnemann for 

her contribution that fully 

funded the windows project, 

which allowed us to beautify 

the church, help our budget, 

and appreciate a Creation Care 

message. 

 

 
 

 

 

St Paul’s during Quarantine-time 
 

Church services in person: OPEN with seating 

 separation, modifications in service, and 

 other safety features 

Church services on line link for Zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83255248573?pwd=N

XcweGlRSGxaUklRTXBqVFVOcUJ1Zz09 

 

Pledges:  - use mail or in person 

 

Compline: Wednesdays, 7:30; zoom  

Carbon Footprint: amount of 

carbon dioxide and other carbon 

compounds emitted due to the 

consumption of fossil fuels. 

“Trees are the world’s endless effort to 

speak to the listening heaven” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83255248573?pwd=NXcweGlRSGxaUklRTXBqVFVOcUJ1Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83255248573?pwd=NXcweGlRSGxaUklRTXBqVFVOcUJ1Zz09
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The First Thanksgiving in MA or VA? 
 The folks at Berkley 

Plantation on the James River in 

Virginia say “We did the first 

Thanksgiving” 

 

 We all learned that the 

first Thanksgiving in America 

was in 1621 at Plymouth where 

the settlers held a harvest feast.  

However, school kids in 

Virginia have been learning about a different 

Thanksgiving. In 1618 King James granted 8,000 

acres for a plantation in the Virginia Colony.  The 

new plantation called Berkley, had a charter that 

outlined many duties of the new plantation (search 

for gold, grow tobacco, build ships, etc.), and that 

included specific instructions to hold a prayerful 

Thanksgiving celebration. 

 

 On December 4, 1619, a group of 35 

settlers arrived at Berkeley Plantation on the 

banks of the James River.  They proclaimed: 

 
“We ordaine that the day of our ship’s arrival at the 

place assigned for plantation, in the land of Virginia, 

shall be yearly and perpetually keept holy as a day of 

Thanksgiving to Almighty God.”  

 

 FYI, The first English settlement in 

America was Jamestown, Virginia in 1607. The 

site was a bad one for lots of reasons.  Berkley 

was sited where agriculture was more successful 

and living conditions more pleasant.  

 

 Virginia historians not only say “we’re 

first,” but go on to denigrate the Plymouth 

Thanksgiving thusly:  “The Massachusetts event 

was a harvest feast with Native American friends; 

the Berkeley event was strictly religious.” If you 

want to read more details of the controversy see  

 
http://www.berkeleyplantation.com/first-thanksgiving.html 

 

It seems that the Virginians wanted to pray all day 

and the Plymouth folks wanted to feast.  Early 

Episcopalians liked both activities.   

 

  The first national Thanksgiving Day was 

celebrated in 1789. That same year, The Episcopal 

Church placed Thanksgiving Day in the first 

American Prayer Book (1789), which introduced 

propers for the Day. Thanksgiving is a major 

holy day and a national day in the church 

year.  The collect for Thanksgiving Day 

gives thanks to God the Father for the fruits 

of the earth in their season and for the labors 

of those who harvest them. It asks that we 

may be faithful stewards of God’s great 

bounty, 

providing 

for our 

own necessities 

and the relief 

of all who are 

in need (BCP, 

p. 246).  

 

Praying In Color During Advent? 
 About Fr Larry’s Advent booklet -- 

Wasupwidat weird, spider-web cover.   

Well, here’s the answer.   

 

Each opening in the web 

is a day of Advent, and if 

you have your crayons 

handy, you should color 

in each day with pretty 

doodles.  It is a way to 

concentrate on specific 

terms and practices in the 

readings (see Fr Larry’s 

explanation in the  

Vestry Minutes). 

 

 In the booklet Waiting and Watching, the 

daily reflections include a response or action item 

and a prayer. In addition, each day features a 

doodling prompt by artist Sybil MacBeth for 

those who enjoy a hands-on approach to prayer. 

She provides guidance for how to practice Praying 

in Color and FREE Praying in Color templates at 

 

https://prayingincolor.com/handouts. 

 

 The Messenger will publish selected 

Advent praying-in-color projects.  After your 

Advent doodles calendar is finished, leave your 

work with name in the “B” mail box on Charlie’s 

porch.  The Messenger staff will try to include 

your work in future editions. 

“relief for all who are in need” 
(from Thanksgiving Day Collect, 

BCP p 246).  As you partake of 

THE MEAL and count your 

blessings, think about helping with 

St Paul’s annual contribution to the 

Episcopal Relief and Development. 

http://www.berkeleyplantation.com/first-thanksgiving.html
https://prayingincolor.com/handouts
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