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January Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 

    5 Alan Hublou 
    8 Adam Hovelson 

12 Barbee Hovelson 
14 Lynette Olson 
15 Bruce Hovelson 
17 Autumn Malmberg 
19 Lee Kratochvil 
20 Mary Lou Berry 

  James Lurvey 
 26 Elias Bonnemann 
  John & Peg Whalen 

27 Tonja Jorenby 

 
              

From our Rector - Fr Larry Ort 
 

     Happy New Year, everyone! May this be 

another good year at St. Paul’s. May we continue 

to grow more deeply into God’s love and share 

that love more widely with others. 

 

     Speaking of sharing love, St. Paul’s vestry 

recently authorized the payment of $1,000 to the 

Brookings Ministerial Association as part of our 

outreach – ripples in the community. Profits from 

the Ecumenical Lenten lunches, the offering from 

the Sunday service at the Brookings’ Arts 

Festival, and the offering from the Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving service also help to fund this 

ministry. In addition, several churches contribute 

monies to the Ministerial Association’s account.  

 

 

 

      These funds are used whenever a minister 

writes a voucher for food, gasoline, or a motel 

stay under emergency circumstances. The 

vouchers are cleared by the Brookings City Police 

Department (a check for open warrants or evasion 

of arrest) and then are used by the recipient. The 

vendor, in the case of food that would be Hy-Vee, 

then submits a request for payment. Each minister 

also has access to an Excel spread sheet through 

Google documents which allows the minister to 

check to see how frequently the fund is being 

used. Today I received a request from a person we 

helped approximately two weeks ago, and I 

discovered this person had already received 

assistance on three occasions during the past two 

weeks. I felt I should deny the request (as that 

borders on excessive use), and I did so after 

explaining that I was aware of prior use. In the 

future, I hope to run more of our discretionary 

funds through the Ministerial Association account 

as this prevents overuse/dependency of funds and 

tracks who has already received aid.  

 

     You may have noticed from the vestry minutes 

that we have discussed security at St. Paul’s. The 

vestry approved the purchase and installation of a 

digital security device. After consulting with Jay 

Vanduch, we purchased a “plug and play” system 

through Costco. The system has been installed, 

checked out, and is now operational. Hence, if 

you visit the church during non-standard times, I 

will receive an instant notification and you will be 

on video. Please remember – look into the camera 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookings.com/
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and smile! This will provide a greater measure of 

protection for our facilities. The technology is 

very affordable and easy to use.  

 

     Hopefully you have submitted your pledge for 

2019. The Vestry has scheduled a budget meeting 

to discuss and compile a budget for 2019 for 

presentation and action at the annual meeting 

(January 27th). The budget meeting will take place 

in the Thorburn Fellowship Hall at 5:30 PM on 

Monday, January 7th. Please feel free to submit 

concerns or suggestions to any vestry member. 

The meeting is open; you are welcome to attend.  

 

      Hats off to our Senior Youth Group, the St. 

Paul’s Peacemakers, under the direction of Tasi 

Barondeau. During Advent, they planned and 

conducted Sunday evening worship services. 

Though sparsely attended, out youth gained some 

valuable insights and experience. We are 

considering a brief (20–25 minutes max) youth-

led Wednesday Evening Worship Service during 

Lent. This would make a great Lenten activity to 

add to your calendar.  

 

     Here is looking forward to our work in 2019. 

As mentioned previously, it is time to conduct 

another mutual ministry review to see what we 

should celebrate and where we should improve. 

We plan to discuss this at the annual meeting. 

 

     Blessings on your new year! 

 

Fr. Larry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Moments 
 

By Lynn Hublou, Senior Warden 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                Fig.1. Lynn Hublou in her “senior moment” 

 

      Happy New Year!  The calendar year says 

we’ve entered a new year, though the Church 

calendar tells us it’s Epiphany.  I guess the 

appropriate thing to say here, too, is Happy 

Epiphany!  Many of us have experienced an 

epiphany, often a moment of joy or excitement.  

An epiphany can be defined as “that moment 

when you suddenly feel that you understand, 

or suddenly  become conscious of, something that 

is very important to you.” 

 

      An epiphany occurs in varying degrees, of 

course, and I admit to an epiphany when I wrote 

the Senior Warden’s Report for the upcoming 

annual meeting.  I became cognizant of the 

myriad activities at St. Paul’s and the breadth of 

involvement of parishioners.  I suddenly realized 

just how much St. Paul’s has to offer.  I’ve always 

known that, but I grasped that reality in a different 

way. I understood it in a different way when I sat 

down and actually listed all the things I could 

think of that go on in our parish. I hope that when 

you read the report, you’ll have the same sense of 

awe.  

 

     We’re starting a new calendar year.  We’re 

now in the third season of the Church year, 

Epiphany. Both can portend good things. I hope 

everyone has a blessed year, full of good things, 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/suddenly
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/feel
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/understand
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/suddenly
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/become
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/conscious
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/important
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including continuing and growing all those good 

things we enjoy in our life at St. Paul’s.   

 

December Vestry Minutes 

Rector’s Report (Fr. Larry Ort):   
 

• Fr. Larry shared two thank-you notes, one 

from the Brookings Child Nutrition Staff 

(Food for Thought) and one from the 

Salvation Army.  Each of these entities 

was the recipient of a $200 donation from 

St. Paul’s for Giving Day. 

• The ERD Campaign is coming along well. 

• Fr. Larry and a number of other 

parishioners attended Mother Karen Hall’s 

funeral in Watertown. 

• The Rector’s Discretionary Fund 

expenditures totaled $320.82, leaving a 

balance of $241.93. 

Sr. Warden’s Report (Lynn Hublou):  

  

• Lynn reported that the Hospitality 

Committee had met and recommended that 

$125 a year from the profit from the Wild 

Game Feed be designated for charitable 

giving, rather than having to keep track of 

a certain percentage.  There was 

discussion of the investment fund and the 

original intent of using some of those 

funds. Fr. Larry will look into old records 

to refresh the collective memory of that 

intent.  This will be brought up at the 

annual meeting. 

• Lynn would like to see St. Paul’s get its 

name out in the community more in an 

effort to attract more visitors (and 

potential members). Several ideas were 

suggested. 

Jr. Warden’s Report (Fr. Larry): 

 

• Improvements:  A new water heater was 

installed at the Rectory, replacing one 

installed in 1986!  The cost was $803.12.  

The stove was replaced in the kitchen, and 

Fr. Larry purchased a camera security 

system which will be backed up on the 

Cloud.  Jay Vanduch will set up the 

system, which cost around $400. 

Treasurer’s Report (Bob Klein): 

 

• Bob talked about expenditures taken from 

capital improvement and the memorial 

fund.  

Old Business: 

 

• Fr. Larry will remind parishioners to turn 

in their pledge cards. 

• Jean Lacher reported on names that will be 

presented for Vestry at the annual meeting. 

• The Clerk of the Vestry was instructed to 

update the Housing Allowance Resolution 

for the January meeting. 

• Fr. Larry reminded us that our budget 

includes a $1000 contribution to the 

Ministerial Association.  Tiffany H. 

moved that, in accordance with our present 

budget, $1000 be paid to the Brookings 

Ministerial Association (2nd, Jean L.).  The 

motion passed. 

New Business: 

 

• The budget meeting was scheduled for 

Monday, Jan. 7, at 5:30. 

• Lynn H. said that Thorburn Hall has been 

reserved for a bridal shower for Mollie on 

the afternoon of May 18. 

 

Hymn for Psalm 125 
 

By Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

     In 1944, just months before he was hanged by 

the Nazis for being an enemy of the Reich, 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote this hymn which could 

be a meditation on Psalm 125. 
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By gracious powers so wonderfully 

sheltered, 

And confidently waiting, come what may, 

We know that God is with us night and 

morning 

And never fails to greet us each new day. 

Yet is this heart by its old foe tormented, 

Still evil days bring burdens hard to bear; 

O give our frightened souls the sure 

salvation 

For which, O Lord, You taught us to 

prepare. 

And when this cup You give is filled to 

brimming 

With bitter suffering, hard to understand, 

We take it thankfully and without 

trembling, 

Out of so good and so beloved a hand. 

Yet when again in this same world You 

give us 

The joy we had, the brightness of Your 

sun, 

We shall remember all the days we lived 

through, 

And our whole life shall then be Yours 

alone. 

           (translated by Fred Pratt Green, 1972) 

 

      About this hymn, Carol Bechtel writes, “That 

such a confession of faith could emanate from a 

prison cell is at once inspiring and astonishing. 

Yet, close examination reveals that it is not just a 

confession of faith but also a prayer for faith’s 

preservation.  

 

(http://cep.calvinseminary.edu/sermon 

starters/proper-

18b/?type=the_lectionary_psalms) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Reflection -- 2018 

By Bishop John Tarrant 

 

     Fig. 2. Albrecht Altdofer. The Holy Family. 1511. 

 
     As Lutheran pastor and theologian, Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer sat imprisoned by the Nazis in Advent 

of 1943, he recounted a picture painted by the 

German artist Albrecht Altdorfer, in 1511, of the 

Holy Family. Many artists have painted a scene of 

the Nativity, but Altdorfer had captured the 

prisoner Bonhoeffer’s memory. Altdorfer painted 

the scene on wood panel. It is different than what 

we are usually accustomed to seeing. 

 

      In Altdorfer’s painting, the sky is dark; full of 

clouds. The light of the star penetrates the sky 

casting a glow on the scene. The shepherds are at 

a distance in the background, easy to miss. The 

angels have a watchful eye over what appears to 

be a house or stable in ruins. The broken and 

crumbled brick walls look like the results of 

extreme neglect or maybe even war.  In either 

case, it is the type of lodging in which a refugee 

family might find themselves. 

http://cep.calvinseminary.edu/sermon
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     Just off center, in the foreground, you can see 

that part of this broken building is occupied by 

cattle. You have to look to notice Mary and 

Joseph behind a fallen wall. Joseph holds a candle 

in one hand protecting its flame from the evening 

breeze with his other hand.  Mary is kneeling on 

the ground, looking adoringly at the child in front 

of her. All the while the angels look on. 

 

     Bonhoeffer reflects that, perhaps Altdorfer 

meant to tell us “Christmas can, and should, be 

celebrated in this way too.” He concludes, “that, 

in any event, is what he does tell us.” and so from 

his prison cell, away from those he loved, in the 

midst of a world that seemed to be coming apart 

at the seams, Dietrich Bonhoeffer would celebrate 

Christmas. He would celebrate the best that he 

could, understanding what it was that he was 

celebrating, and what it was that was important. 

Bonhoeffer’s prison cell and Altdorfer’s painting 

remind us that God has come into the world that 

is. A world that has mass shootings, wars, house 

fires, and automobile accidents. A world where 

cancer still kills and children die of malnutrition 

and even a world with suicide. This is the world 

that God has entered, not a cleaned up, white 

washed world that makes for great pictures and 

pretty songs. God has entered into our world in 

the person of Jesus, just as it is, to guide and 

empower us to make it a bit more like the world 

God created it to be. 

 

     At Christmas we are reminded that God in 

Christ Jesus came and still comes to our world; 

the bright lit homes and the broken homes; the 

happy hearted, and the lonely hearted; those who 

have faith and those who still seek. He comes and 

when we open ourselves to his presence, he 

dwells among us.  

 

     May you have a blessed Christmas, 

 

     +John 

 
 
 
 
 

Photos 
 

 
  Fig. 3. Sandy, being wonderful. 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 4. Yes, Episcopalians can sing. 

 

 

 
Fig. 5. Creche scene. Still waiting for the magi. 
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Fig.6. Poinsettias and food pantry offering. 

 

 

 
Fig. 7. Malmberg and Lacher clans. 

 

 
Fig. 8. Liturgical white for Christmas. 

 

 

 

 
Fig.9. Pianist and soloist. 

 

 

 
Fig. 10. Look how beautiful we look at Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

I Love  the Twelve Days of Christmas! 
 

 


