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June Report
Judy and I are 

about to leave for 
two weeks of va-
cation. Given the 
face-to-face teaching 
schedule at SDSU from August 
through May, and the need to be 
here at Christmas, it has been sev-
eral months since we have taken 
any vacation. We love road trips 
and travel exceptionally well to-
gether, so we are looking forward 
to the next few days. Our route will 
take us to Minneapolis, then across 
Michigan’s upper peninsula and 
the Mackinac Bridge to Traverse 
City where we will visit my young-
er sister. After that, we will drop 
down to Mishawaka, IN to visit my 
younger daughter and her family 
and to attend Caleigh’s graduation 
from high school. (How did I get 
that old? It seemed to happen so 
fast!) We will then make our way 
over to Jackson, MI to visit my old-
er daughter, and return home on 
the 10th. Seeing some old friends 
will be interspersed throughout 
our travels. If all goes well, I will be 
able to find some full 2” dimension 
lumber for windowsills in the rec-
tory at one of the local sawmills.

The work on the rectory win-
dows is proceeding. I had to com-
pletely remove two sills that were 

too rotted to save, and cut out the 
front section of two others for mod-
ification. Most of the downstairs 
windows have been scraped and 
caulked. It will be good to get back 
to the project upon our return. In 
case you are wondering, I enjoy 
such maintenance projects – they 
provide a mental escape and some 
good exercise.

Our Easter services have focused 
on Jesus’ farewell services from the 
gospel of John. The more I study 
John, the richer it seems to become. 
What would you think of a Bible 
Study group that focuses on John 
beginning in September? In the 
meantime, if you have not read this 

gospel in some time, I encourage 
you to do so. I think it truly cap-
tures what is involved in living a 
Christian life – that being a life of 
love.

And speaking of love, as you may 
be aware, Archbishop Michael Cur-
ry has been focusing on the Way of 
Love. Grounded in the monastic 
tradition, Curry says, “The Way of 
Love is a way of life. More than a 
program or a curriculum, it is an 
intentional commitment to a set 
of practices. It’s a commitment to 
follow Jesus: “Turn, Learn, Pray, 
Worship, Bless, Go, Rest.”

TURN: pause, listen, and choose 
See More on Page 2
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to follow Jesus.
LEARN: reflect on Scripture each 

day, especially on Jesus’ life and 
teachings.

PRAY: dwell intentionally with 
God each day.

WORSHIP: gather in community 
weekly to thank, praise, and dwell 
with God.

BLESS: share faith and unselfish-
ly give and serve.

GO: cross boundaries, listen 
deeply and live like Jesus.

REST: receive the gift of God’s 
grace peace and restoration.

The Episcopal Church has a 
wealth of resources and a small 
group curriculum (including 
handouts and videos) available for 
our use.  Please let me know if you 
are interested in pursuing this as a 
study and a way of life. Let’s pull 
a small group together and get 
started.

To the Hospitality Committee, 
please know that I appreciate the 
Burgers and Brats events planned 
for June 12th and July 10th. Please, 
let’s have a great time and great 
participation at these events. Bring 
a friend who may be interested in 
our St. Paul’s family so they can 
share our food and love!

Oh, and one more thing, as a good 
friend likes to say, it is time to bring 
in the UTO (United Thank Offer-
ing). Please bring in your offering 
or write a check to St. Paul’s and 
designate it to UTO. Our Diocese 
receives a lot of support from UTO; 
this is an opportunity to give back.

May you continue to grow in love 
and grace.

July Report
you may have heard, our June 

vacation presented us with a few 
challenges. Judy started to feel ill 
the day we left, and I began to feel 
ill the next day. My illness turned 
into a sinus infection and I spent a 
few days recovering with the help 
of some antibiotics. My daughter 
had switched beds in the room 
where we normally stay – the bed 
was higher and had a soft mattress 
on it. Judy sat down edgewise and 
slipped off onto the concrete floor. 
Lots of back pain – compression 
fracture of one of the lower ver-
tebrae. It will take 8 – 12 weeks to 
heal; four down and we are seeing 
improvement. And then my grand-
daughter backed into our SUV. She 
nearly panicked. I told her I would 
much rather have something minor 
happen that will result in her being 
more careful than for something 
major to occur. On a more positive 
note, we did manage to attend her 
high-school graduation and we 
managed to see my three sisters 
and some old friends.

As I look out my office window, 
I see an extension ladder set up to 
a second-floor window. No, no one 
is eloping, and Judy is not trying to 
sneak out. Work on the windows 
proceeds. I have discovered two 
more rotted sills. Most of the down-
stairs windows have been scraped, 
caulked, and primed, and are ready 
for the finish coat. Work on the up-
stairs windows is just beginning. 
On the really hot days, I am doing 
some work on the basement walls. 
They are looking better!

Today’s sermon (6.30.19) intro-
duced Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem. 
The gospel reading from Luke 9 be-
gan, “When the days drew near for 
Jesus to be taken up, he set his face 
to go to Jerusalem” (Vs. 51, NRSV). 

From now through the end of Oc-
tober, we will accompany Jesus on 
the journey to Jerusalem. Jesus in-
vites us to make this journey with 
him. 

In last month’s Messenger, I com-
mented on Presiding Bishop Mi-
chael Curry’s emphasis on the Way 
of Love. As a way of life, the Way of 
Love consists of Turn, Learn, Pray, 
Worship, Bless, Go, and Rest. For-
ward Movement, the publisher of 
Forward Day by Day, has released 
a 50 Day Bible Challenge which 
pairs each practice with passages of 
scripture, questions, prayers, and 
reflections. I am thinking this would 
make a nice Fall kick-off – we could 
meet as a group for 45 minutes or so 
following our Wednesday evening 
soup suppers. Of course, people 
could always work the challenge 
alone, but it may be interesting to 
have some weekly sharing on what 
we have experience and learned. If 
this sounds interesting, please drop 
me an e-mail and I will add you 
to the list. The cost of materials is 
$15.00 each or $12.00 each for 10 or 
more copies. 

As you will see in the minutes 
of the Vestry meeting, the Vestry 
gratefully accepted a gift from 
Coral and Joe Bonnemann which 
will cover the cost of replacing 
the exterior windows on the north 
and south sides of the sanctuary, 
and will re-lead the stained glass 
windows sections. This is a very 
gracious gift! It is wonderful to see 
such commitment to the care of 
our facilities. Now, let’s continue to 
work to share these facilities to oth-
ers by welcoming them to become 
part of our family.

Blessings,
Fr. Larry

rector’S rePort continued
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St. Paul’s Vestry Minutes: May-June 2019
St. Paul’s Vestry Minutes   May 

20, 2019   Absent: Lee Kratochvil
Lectio Divina: John 14.23-29
The minutes of the April 21 

meeting were approved in a mo-
tion made by Carolann Klug (2nd, 
Janet Gritzner).

Rector’s Report (Fr. Larry Ort):
• Fr. Larry hired Ingrid Otter-
son, a sophomore at BHS, as or-
ganist for St. Paul’s.  Ingrid will 
be working with Mary Walker 
for organ tips.
• Fr. Larry and Judy will be on 
vacation from May 28th-June 
10th. He will arrange for some-
one to do morning prayer.
• Discretionary Expenses:  
Opening balance of $344.23, 
with disbursements of $200 for 
housing and $37.98 for a phone 
card.  Current balance is $291.25
• The Vestry will take care of 
the necessary paperwork for Fr. 
Larry to stay on at St. Paul’s as 
rector beyond the specified re-
tirement age.
• St. Paul’s will once again be 
teaming up with Ascension Lu-
theran for Vacation Bible School 
(Aug. 4-8).  St. Paul’s will need 
a couple of people to help with 
that.
Senior Warden’s Report (Lynn 

Hublou):
• Lynn would like to begin 
planning for the operation of 
our church school, which starts 
this fall, as soon as possible by 
having people in place already 
this summer to discuss curricu-
lum, etc. 
• Lynn found Chris Corbin’s 
presentation on evangelism and 
hospitality to be eye-opening, 

particularly his use of the word 
“ministry” to describe the job of 
the greeters and facilitators. The 
Vestry will be working on mak-
ing this a reality at St. Paul’s.
• Lynn suggested that Jennie 
Hublou Mayer be invited to 
present on safeguarding God’s 
children to any of our members 
who work with our children in 
any capacity.  Jenny recently 
gave this presentation to Good 
Shepherd in Sioux Falls.  
Junior Warden’s Report (Fr. 

Larry, on behalf of Lee Kratoch-
vil):

• Volunteers will be roofing 
the shed the week of May 20th 
. (Now updated to the week of 
June 10th.)
• Fr. Larry has torn out 2 rotten 
sills and his goal is to scrape, re-
caulk, and re-paint all the win-
dows in the Rectory.
• Fr. Larry suggested renting 
a bucket lift to fix a leak in the 
sanctuary roof as well as check 
the caulking of the west win-
dows and fix the highest win-
dows in the Rectory.
• Fr. Larry will ask Lee to get 
bids on sanctuary window re-
placement (north and south ex-
terior windows).
• Fr. Larry suggested that, giv-
en the age of the sewer systems 
in the Church and Rectory, we 
look into sewer replacement 
when the city expands 6th Street 
in 2020. Bob Klein noted that 
we should check their condition 
first.
• Fr. Larry suggested replacing 
all the lights in the church with 
LED bulbs.

Treasurer’s Report (Bob Klein):
• The Treasurer’s report was 
approved in a motion made by 
Tiffany Heyduk (2nd, Lynn H.).
• Bob asked for a method to 
document the various monies 
(i.e., food pantry, Friends of the 
Pancake, etc.) by group when 
they are being counted so that 
he has a clear idea of what mon-
ey goes in where.
Old Business:
The Vestry voted to contribute 

$1,000 in outreach money to the 
Bless 2019 annual appeal from the 
Episcopal Church Office of Devel-
opment in a motion made by Lynn 
Hublou (2nd, Tiffany H.).  

New Business:
The Vestry discussed a request 

for participation in Harvest Table.  
No action was taken.

Fr. Larry brought up the possi-
bility of bringing the tradition of 
Evensong to St. Paul’s. He will 
continue to pursue it with possi-
ble participants.

The next meeting of the Vestry 
will be June 24th at 5:30 PM.

There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned in a 
motion made by Tiffany Heyduk 
(2nd, Lynn H.).

St. Paul’s Vestry Minutes   June 
25, 2019

Lectio Divina: Luke 9.51-62
The May 20th Minutes were 

approved as printed in a motion 
made by Lynn Hublou (2nd, Tiffa-
ny Heyduk).

Rector’s Report (Larry Ort): 
• Xuan Cuang has been play-
ing the organ during June.

See More on Page 5
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I took a look 
at the last Senior 
Moments column 
I wrote, and I saw 
that the date of 
writing was May 
6.  It’s been awhile 
since I last wrote, 
and little did I know at the time of 
writing what was in store for me 
over the next few weeks. Around 
May 6, I was finishing up grad-
ing finals, admiring the advent 
of spring, and hankering for the 
rhubarb that had begun to push 
through the soil. Since that time, 
life has taken quite a few turns. We 
lost our beloved Daisy, our almost 
14-year-old black lab, on May 24. 
Shortly after that, my Aunt Pat, 
one of the most important people 
in my life, entered hospice and 
died on June 5. And of course on 
June 22, our youngest daughter, 
Mollie, married Taylor Wait, a 
happy occasion in contrast to the 
sorrow we’d been experiencing. 

In looking back at these events, 
I’m struck by all the love and 
kindness so many have expressed, 
further reminders of our terrific 
family at St. Paul’s, and I’d just 
like to say thank you to all of you 
for always being there. We were 
remembered with flowers and 
cards for both Daisy and Pat. Fr. 
Larry came over to our house be-
fore we took Daisy in, and he even 
went with us when it was time 
to go, staying with us as Daisy 
crossed the Rainbow Bridge. I’m 

still in awe of that incredibly gen-
erous gesture. 

So many of you expressed your 
sorrow about Pat. Many of you 
know the strong bond Pat and I 
shared, and many of you knew 
her as the amazing, brilliant per-
son she was. It warmed my heart 
to hear your expressions of sym-
pathy and to read cards of sympa-
thy. Bob and Marsha attended the 
funeral and brought extra hym-
nals to St. Mary’s, Webster, where 
Pat’s funeral was held. Several 
said they’d hoped to attend the fu-
neral but unfortunately couldn’t. I 
hold all these gestures close to me. 
What we needed after all the sor-
row we’d been experiencing was 
Mollie’s joyous wedding, and still, 
the heartwarming messages kept 
coming. 

Life has given the Hublous quite 
a bit to handle lately. I often won-
der how people who don’t have 
such a strong support system 
manage because my life wouldn’t 
be the same without St. Paul’s. 
What all this brings to mind, be-
sides immense gratitude and love, 
is what the recently-ordained 
Fr. Corbin talked about during 
his visit to St. Paul’s in mid-May 
about evangelism. We often think 
of evangelism as arm waving 
and proselytizing, but Fr. Corbin 
clarified this in terms we can un-
derstand and use. Do we ever talk 
about why we love our church?  
If, in conversation discussing 
religion with friends or acquain-

tances, do we ever say, “I love my 
church because…”? This is the 
type of evangelizing Fr. Corbin 
talked about. I’ve always known 
that I love my St. Paul’s family, 
but recent events have made that 
more apparent than ever before. 
I feel confident that I could get 
out of my comfort zone and talk 
to people about why I love my 
church. I look forward to learning 
more about Fr. Corbin’s common 
sense evangelism, and I look for-
ward to sharing with others why I 
love St. Paul’s.

Burgers and Brats on the Patio!
This summer’s second Burgers 

and Brats on the Patio Potluck will 
take place on Wednesday, July 10, 
at 6:00 p.m. If the weather doesn’t 
cooperate, we’ll just move inside! 
June’s event was very well attend-
ed, and it was great fun to sit on 
the patio and chew the fat—so 
to speak! Mark your calendar for 
July 10, bring a dish to pass, and 
bring your appetite. See you there!

July Hospitality Committee 
Meeting

The Hospitality Committee will 
meet at 5:00 on Wednesday, July 
10, prior to Burgers and Brats on 
the Patio Potluck. We can start 
planning for the Game Feed, 
discuss a date and place for this 
year’s Mass in the Grass, discuss 
excess stuff hanging around in the 
kitchen and closets and how to 
get rid of it, and perhaps finalize 
the glasses purchase. Bring other 
agenda items as you think of them.  

Lynn Hublou

Senior Moments
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• Fr. Larry and Judy will be on 
vacation from July 16 to July 30.  
• Fr. Larry would like to ex-
plore The Way of Love Bible 
Challenge, 50 days of reflection 
on scripture.  He will include 
something in the Messenger and 
email the congregation to ascer-
tain interest.
• Discretionary Expenses: 
Opening balance of $291.25. Ex-
penditure of $43.27 for a phone 
card. Balance: $247.98.  The 
Vestry also authorized $100 for 
moving expenses for an individ-
ual (motion by Tiffany H., 2nd 
Janet Gritzner).
• Fr. Larry was interviewed by 
an ACLU representative regard-
ing LGBTQ. 
Senior Warden’s Report (Lynn 

Hublou):
• Lynn will schedule a meet-
ing in early August to organize 

church school.
• Jenny Mayer has agreed to do 
a presentation on safeguarding 
God’s children on a Wednesday 
night in mid-August. 
• Hospitality Committee will 
meet on July 10th at 5:00 to dis-
cuss Mass in the Grass, Wild 
Game Feed, and Rally Sunday.
Junior Warden’s Report (Lee 

Krachtovil):
• The roofing of the shed has 
been postponed until mid-July.
• Fr. Larry was able to pur-
chase 6 window sills for $180.
• Lee purchased and planted 
some sedum during Medary 
Acres clearance sale.
Treasurer’s Report (Bob Klein):
• Bob presented the report 
through May 2019, which was 
accepted in a motion made by 
Lynn H. (2nd, Tiffany H.).  There 
was discussion of St. Paul’s out-
reach giving.

Old Business:
Fr. Larry has been researching 

possibilities for structuring the 
proposed Endowment Fund. 
When he has all the information, 
he will gather a small committee 
to make recommendations.

New Business:
• The Vestry gratefully accept-
ed the Bonnemann window res-
toration gift in a motion made 
by Carol Ann Klug (2nd, Janet 
G.). Bids are being obtained for 
the project.
• The Vestry declined to place 
an ad in “Your Life at SDSU”, 
but discussed some other ways 
to connect to the University stu-
dents.
The next Vestry meeting will be 

August 12th at 5:30 pm.  There be-
ing no further business, the meet-
ing was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Marsha Klein, Clerk of Courts

VeStry MinuteS continued

Congrats to Miles Livermont on his high school graduation!

Left: Miles’ family presents him with a star 
quilt at a ceremony in the St. Paul’s base-
ment before commencement on May 26. 
Miles also received an eagle feather to 
acknowledge this major accomplishment.
Above: Miles celebrates at commence-
ment with his brothers and sister. Looks 
like we have years of graduation celebra-
tions to come! Photos by Tasi Barondeau
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JUNE
1 Rebekah Bonnemann
6 Sue Gillespie
7 Alan & Jill Davis
10 Eleanor Pallares
 Sue & Paul Gillespie
 George & Mavis Gehant
13 Ellen Hublou
 Tate Seaboy
15 Lorraine Anderson
16 John Taylor
17 Janet Gritzner
18 Ralph & Helen Town
19 Angeline Wiese-Hovelson
23 Ginger Thomson
 Jay Vanduch & Ginger
 Thomson

26 Judith Petersen
 Bruce & Barbee
 Hovelson
 Chuck & MaryLou Berry
29 Clarke Christiansen

JULY
2 Bob Klein
 Addi Anderson
3 Shirley Gibbons
4 Joe & Coral Bonnemann
5 Bob Lacher
8 Tessa Seaboy
9 Kay Clever
10 Dorothy Kratochvil
12 Clark William Leonard
 Carruthers

 Tonia & Rick Bogue 
13 Doug Nelson
 Ali Anderson 
14 Bob & Marsha Klein
 Kayla Hovelson
15 Jennifer Lacher-Starace
 & Mike Starace
17 Peg Whalen
17 Jayden Kline
21 Mark Kratochvil 
27 Jonathan Joseph 
 Lacher-Starace
 Barb Murra
28 Jill Davis
 Laurie & Doug
 Carruthers
31 Arnie Appelt

June & July Birthdays and Anniversaries

Jean Lacher named ECW Honored Woman 2019
Jean Lacher ,  St. Paul’s Brook-

ings,was chosen as the ECW Hon-
ored Woman 2019 at the State ECW 
Spring Meeting held at Trinity 
Church Pierre , Saturday, June 1, 
2019.  

Jean will be honored at the Fall 
ECW Meeting that is held in Pierre 
at the Diocesan Convention,  Sep-
tember 27, 2019 .  You may learn 
more about Jean in reading the at-
tached nomination that was made 
in her behalf. See Jean’s nomination 
letter below.

Nominee: Jean Lacher
Home church: St. Paul’s, Brook-

ings
Contributions to the Episcopal 

Church and Episcopal Church 
Women:

Too numerous to recall them all, 
but some of the major ones follow.

• General Convention Deputy
• Episcopal Diocese of South 
Dakota Standing Committee
• Thunderhead Episcopal Cen-

ter board—numerous 
terms throughout the 
camp’s history
• Active member of St. 
Paul’s, Brookings
• Diocesan Conven-
tion facilitator and orga-
nizer
I trust the first two posi-

tions are self-explanatory. 
In reverse order, here are 
a few details about the 
last three aspects.

I don’t know that the 
“Diocesan Convention 
Facilitator is an official 
title. I do know that Jean 
has worked behind the scenes for 
years to help set up, run, and clean 
up our annual Diocesan conven-
tions. She showed up early and 
helped get the beautiful quilts hung 
around the meeting hall. She helped 
the diocesan staff keep meetings 
running smoothly by making sure 
copies and supplies were available, 

sometimes on short notice. And she 
stayed late, making sure the quilts 
were taken down with care, stored 
away for the next year or delivered 
to the proper recipients if they had 
been purchased or gifted.

As an active member of St. Paul’s, 
Brookings, Jean has sewn curtains 

See More on Page 7
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and other needed church articles. 
She sings in (and sometimes leads) 
the choir and helps keep the church 
building and property looking 
fresh and inviting. A faithful and 
enthusiastic Episcopalian. Jean pro-
motes St. Paul’s and the Episcopal 
Church throughout the Brookings 
community, the state, and national-
ly. She gives generously of her time, 
talents, and treasure to the United 
Thank Offering, Niobrara Convo-
cation, Thunderhead Episcopal 
Center, her parish, and the Diocese.

Personally I came to know Jean’s 
dynamic efforts through our work 
together for Thunderhead Episco-
pal Center (TEC). Not only did Jean 
head up our board during much of 
my tenure, she also provided years 
of records from her past service to 
the camp. Jean and I worked side 
by side to clean up Supertent one 
spring after water damage from a 
burst pipe. Not only did we deal 
with water damage but also dust, 
and debris from the subsequent re-
construction work. She is efficient, 
tireless, cheerful, and devoted 
worker.

Jean knows the Episcopal 
Church in and out, loves it dearly, 
and serves it well, mostly behind 
the scenes and without acclaim. 
She is a dedicated worker in all 
levels from the nitty-gritty-roll-up-
your sleeves to the long haul slog 
that is often committee work. She 
is an advocate for our church, our 
women, and our youth. It is time 
to recognize and honor her dedi-
cation and good works by making 
her our South Dakota Honored 
Woman for 2019.

Respectfully submitted,
Holly Moseley

Jean Lacher continued

The cornerstone of our church, laid in 2017. Photo by Chuck Berry

St. Paul’s celebrates 101 years
On June 17 last year, we celebrat-

ed the 100th Anniversary of ser-
vices in our present building.  The 
corner stone (photo) was laid in 
1917 and the building was concen-
trated in June 1918.  One-hundred 
years later, Mayor Keith Corbett 
declared June 17 as “St Paul’s Epis-
copal Church Day“ in Brookings.  

Last year, our Anniversary Com-
mittee planed celebratory events, 
but also undertook a project with 
enduring value.  The Committee 
produced four large scrapbooks 
that compiled memories and pho-
tos in four history themes: 1) Me-
morials and Gifts, 2) Buildings and 
Properties, 3) Clergy, and 4) People 
and Events.  

The scrapbooks reside in a book 
case in the Sacristy, but will be 
available for viewing during cof-
fee-hour in Thorburn Hall after 
church service on July 16.  The 
purpose is to remember the Anni-
versary celebration, and reconnect 
current members, newcomers, and 
visitors with the rich history of St 
Paul’s.

And, there is an interesting 
historical connection between St 
Paul’s Brookings and Grace & 
St Stephens Church in Colora-
do Springs, Colorado. St Paul’s 
Mission was founded in 1893; the 
current church building was con-
centrated in 1918, and we became 
Parish in 1954 as approved by del-
egates to the Diocesan Convention 
in Deadwood. 

The Reverend Paul Roberts, who 
served St Paul’s from 1912-1919, 
was widely praised for his lead-
ership in getting the new church 
built.  Where did he go after leav-
ing Brookings? – to be the Rector at 
Grace Episcopal Church in Colora-
do Springs.  The box shows part 
of an article from the Brookings 
Register, May 1, 1954.

– Chuck Berry


