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Saint Paul’s 

Messenger 
 

 

 

 

As faithful stewards of God’s Grace, our mission in Christ is to foster community through spiritual 

growth, witness, and service in the Episcopal tradition  

 

726 Sixth Street, Brookings SD                                                         

www.Stpaulsbrookings.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings 

 605-692-2617                                                                               Messenger Editor, Chuck Berry 

 
 

Rector’s 

Report   
 

 I miss 

church services 

with 

congregational 

presence. Zoom is 

simply not the 

same as being 

able to gather in 

person, to share 

stories, to laugh 

and cry, and to 

embrace one 

another. As one person said, “In some ways, 

Zoom makes me feel worse because I see friends 

and long all the more to be with them!” Let’s trust 

that someday, this too shall pass, and we can 

return to normal! 

 

 Speaking of services, we have some good 

news. We now have diocesan approval to re-open 

on an extremely limited basis. We must: 

 Restrict total attendance (myself included) 

to no more than ten. 

 Practice social distancing (standing or 

sitting). 

 Not have any physical contact (no hand-

shaking or embracing). 

 Wear face-masks (please provide your 

own). 

 Sanitize surfaces. 

 Not sing. 

 Use our own assigned Book of Common 

Prayer.  

 Use only wafers for communion. 

 Have face-masks available for those who 

forget them. 

 Have hand sanitizer readily available. 

 

 We will continue to use Zoom for those 

not in attendance. Concerning prayer books, I 

encourage you to bring your own, or if you do not 

have your own, to adopt one from the church and 

personalize it by making and decorating a cover 

for it which displays, among other things, your 

name. We will continue to have communion on 

the patio on occasion for those who desire to 

schedule it. I will send a separate e-mail and 

establish a schedule; please bear in mind we 

should give priority to those who are critically ill.  

 As the June 15
th

 Vestry Minutes reflect, 

the vestry approved a $500 contribution to the 

United Living Center Employee Appreciation 

June 2020 
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Fund. Money for this fund usually comes from 

parking receipts for the Arts Festival. As the 

festival has been cancelled, the fund stood to lose 

$4000. We decided to support the United Living 

Center’s employees through this contribution. 

Here is Pastor Dorothy Tufty’s response: 

“WOW!! Thank you so much! This is such a 

blessing for our employees. I cannot even begin to 

tell you…Again, thank you for this meaningful 

gift in acknowledgement of our staff’s hard 

work.” This is a worthy contribution to our 

community. 

 Speaking of worthy contributions, special 

thanks to Charlie and Kay Clever, Tessa Seaboy, 

Lynnette Taylor, and Bob and Marsha Klein for 

delivering Nutrition Site meals during July 6
th

 – 

17
th

. I will join them during the first week.  

 

 
 

 June 23
rd

 Judy and I will travel to Denver. 

Her son Andrew will have a hip replacement on 

July 2
nd

. I plan to return on June 26
th

, but Judy 

will remain in Denver to see Andrew through 

surgery and recovery. Please keep us in your 

prayers. 

 

 Work on 6
th

 Street is progressing! The 

main sewer line and the water lines have been 

installed past the church; the storm sewer line 

should be completed in the next day or two. They 

are getting ready to pour concrete starting at the 

Main Street intersection. We have enjoyed front 

row seats! 

 

 Mark your calendars! On July 10
th

, 

Dorothy Kratochvil will celebrate her 96
th

 

birthday! Please send her a card: c/o Edgewood 

Vista, 2015 8
th

 St. S., Brookings 57006. 

 

 Please continue to pray for those in our 

congregation who are ill or are experiencing 

challenges. Let us seek ways we can reach out to 

one another, and others, with love and support 

during these trying times! 

 

In Christ’s love and service, 

Fr. Larry 

 

 

St. Paul’s Vestry Minutes June 15, 2020

   

Lectio Divina: Matthew 10:24-39 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the May 

18
th

 meeting were approved in a motion made by 

Lynn Hublou (2
nd

, Janet Gritzner). 

 

Rector’s Report (Fr. Larry Ort):   
*Father Larry has been participating in Zoom 

meetings every Thursday afternoon with 

Bishop Folts and the other clergy in the 

diocese. 

*Father Larry and Judy will be in Denver June 23-

26. Judy will remain to be with her son 

Andrew as he recuperates from surgery. 

*Fr. Larry mentioned that it was nice to see 

members of St. Paul’s participating in the 

BLM protest as well as Brookings Reading 

Remember when we gathered? 

Fr Larry leads a Zoom church service; 

parishioners are at home watching Fr Larry on 

their computers.    
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For Change, putting our witness out there in 

the community. 

*Discretionary Expenses had an opening balance 

of $1125.06. Expenditures included rent and 

food for a person in need ($257 and $31.50), 

leaving a balance of $836.56. 

 

Senior Warden’s Report (Lynn Hublou): Lynn 

mentioned the Great EpisGOpal Virtual Race 

sponsored by UTO, which runs from July 22-July 

31. Jen L-S has suggested that this might be a fun 

activity for our youth.   

 

Junior Warden’s Report (Lee Krachtovil): All 

the pending projects are slated to be completed in 

July. Fr. Larry scraped and painted the Rectory 

basement floor. 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Bob Klein): Nothing 

remarkable since last month. Pledged money 

continues to come in. 

 

Old Business: Fr. Larry would like to have the 

Vestry discuss and approve the Endowment 

policy at the next meeting. 

 

New Business:  
*The Vestry decided not to purchase a Your Life 

@ SDSU Ad this year ($209), but voted 

instead to donate $250 to the Food Pantry in a 

motion made by Janet Gritzner (2
nd

, Lynn H.) 

 

*Fr. Larry proposed a plan for a limited re-

opening that involves a rotating sign-up 

schedule of no more than 10 people in the 

church per Sunday.  This service would also 

be broadcast on Zoom, as usual. Social 

distancing, hand sanitizer, and mask protocols 

would be observed, and only the host would 

be distributed at Communion. 

 

*The canceling of the Arts Festival has also 

canceled ULC’s major fund raiser, festival 

parking, to support the ULC Staff Employee 

Appreciation Fund.  Carl Kline asked ULC for 

a list of needs to support the morale of these 

front-line workers.  The Vestry approved a 

donation of $500 to the ULC Staff Employee 

Appreciation Fund to help defray the $4000 

loss in a motion made by Lee Krachtovil (2
nd

, 

Janet G.).   

 

Note:  Dorothy Kratochvil will celebrate her 96
th

 

birthday on July 10
th

.  If you would like to send a 

card, the address is c/o Edgewood Vista, 2015 8
th

 

St. S., Brookings.  

Next Meeting: July 13
th

 at 5:30. 

 

Sixth Street Update 
  

 The road project on Sixth Street from 

Main to Medary is going right in front of St 

Paul’s. Completion is scheduled for the fall. 

 

 

 

Above: Large concrete box in front of St Paul’s is part of 

the storm water drain system to be buried beneath Sixth 

Street. 

Below:  Our Sixth Street Garden is blooming but this 

summer the beauty is only for the road workers. 
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News About St Paul’s News 
 

The Messenger and Schedule: electronically 

mailed; the Messenger to 85 addresses 

Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings 

St Paul’s Congregation “facebook group” is 

just for members – a private group for fun (38 

members to date, your are invited) 

 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206

918/?ref=share 

 

Internet Website:  www.Stpaulsbrookings.com.  

 

  

 
 

June Birthdays 
Rebekah Bonnemann, Addison Kratochvil, Sue 

Gillespie, Tiffany Heyduk, Keenan Muscik, Elleanor 

Pallares, Ellen Hublou Feiner, Tate Seaboy, John 

Taylor, Janet Gritzner, Angeline Wiese Hovelson, 

Harrison Kratochvil, Ginger Thomson, Bess Pallares, 

Clark Christiansen. 

 

July Birthdays 
Bob Klein, Shirley Gibbons, Bob Lacher, Tessa 

Seaboy, Kay Clever, Dorothy Kratochvil, Ben 

Barondeau, Clark Carruthers, Doug Nelson, Ali 

Anderson, Kayla Hovelson, Peg Whalen, Mark 

Kratochvil,, Jonathan Lacher-Starace, Barb Murra, Jill 

Davis, Arnie Appeldt. 

 

 June-July Anniversaries 
Al and Jill Davis, George and 

Mavis Gehant, Paul and Sue 

Gillespie, Jay Vanduch and 

Ginger Thomson, Bruce and 

Barbee Hovelson, Chuck and 

Mary Lou Berry, Rich and Tonia Bogue, Bob and 

Marsha Klein, Jenn Lacher-Starace and Mike 

Starace, Doug and Laurie Carruthers 
[Find the two faces in the anniversary champagne glass]  

 

.   

 

St Paul’s during “Stay-at-home” 
 

Remember one of the reasons that we have Mass 

in the Grass?  It is to remind ourselves that we 

don’t need a church building to be a church. 

 

Church services: on line, Fr Larry will 

 send a Zoom link 

Pledges: we still need to pay our bills, so 

 instead of putting your treasure  into 

 the plate - send it in the mail 

Evening Prayer/Compline: Wednesdays, 

7:30; zoom link from Fr Larry 

Phone tree: stay connected, don’t let your 

branch of the tree break! 

Patio Communion:  Request a time 

 

What Pres. Trump Heard at St John’s: 

the rest of the story (by Chuck Berry) 

 

 I grew up near Washington DC and am 

very familiar with all of the tourist attractions 

because my 

parents and 

school teachers 

took me to DC 

often.  Mary 

Lou had the 

same 

experience. 

Now our son 

Charlie has 

moved to the 

DC area and is 

showing our 

Grandkids 

around 

Washington for 

the first time.  

Some of their 

photos are similar 

to the ones that I 

took 50 years 

ago.   

 

 But, some of their photos of the beautiful 

Capitol City are very, very different.  Last week, 

they walked in front of a heavily guarded and 

Berry’s Grandkids Camden and 

Anika at Lincoln Memorial 

with Washington Monument in 

background.  Anika was 

baptized here at St Paul’s 

https://www.facebook.com/Saintpaulsbrookings
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206918/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564227754206918/?ref=share
http://www.stpaulsbrookings.com/
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fenced White House, and saw the large letters 

spelling “Black Lives Matter” on the street 

between Lafayette Square and St John’s church. 

 
 Recall that St John’s Episcopal Church, 

just a block from the White House, is called the 

Church of the Presidents.  Every President has 

worshiped there.  President Trump recently had 

his picture taken there as he held a Bible.   

  

 The meaning of that scene is, as our 

Senator Thune says “in the eye of the beholder.”  

Disregard the controversy for a moment and lets 

go back to President Trumps first visit to St 

John’s.  That first visit got much less press 

coverage  – here’s the story.  

  

 It is a tradition for the newly elected to 

attend a service at St John’s Episcopal Church 

before the inauguration.  So, President Trump and 

his “gang” attended a private religious service led 

by the Rev. Robert Jeffress, a Southern Baptist 

who supported the Trump/Pence ticket. 

 

 I am condensing the following from Rev. 

Jeffress’ sermon, which can be seen in full on the 

TIME Magazine website that follows 

[https://time.com/4641208/donald-trump-robert-

jeffress-st-john-episcopal-inauguration/]  

 

 Rev. Jeffress’ sermon drew on the story of 

Nehemiah.  Recall that Nehemaih was the Jewish 

leader who rebuilt the city of Jerusalem.  The 

Bible’s history lesson is about the rebuilding of 

the Temple (Book of Ezra) and the city gates and 

wall (Book of Nehemiah). Yep. Nehemiah’s wall! 

 

 Rev. Jeffress opened his sermon saying 

“As the prophet Daniel said, it is God who 

removes and establishes leaders.”  The Reverend 

went on to say that Pres-elect Trump reminded 

him of another great leader God chose thousands 

of years ago in Israel. The nation had been in 

bondage for decades, the infrastructure of the 

country was in shambles, and God raised up a 

powerful leader to restore the nation. And the man 

God chose was neither a politician nor a priest. 

Instead, God chose a builder named 

Nehemiah. 

 

 God instructed Nehemiah to build a 

wall around Jerusalem to protect its citizens 

from enemy attack.  Enemies of the Jews 

tried to stop Nehemiah but he was successful 

for three reasons. 

 

 First, Nehemiah refused to allow his 

critics to distract him.  Rev. Jeffress said to 

Mr. Trump, “You have had your share of 

critics, and Nehemiah had his own share of 

critics who hounded him and spread false 

rumors while he and the Israelites were 

building the wall. But Nehemiah said “I’m 

doing a great work . . . why should I stop…?” 

(Nehemiah 6:3).  Rev. Jeffress then said to Pres. 

Trump’s entourage “you have been called by God 

and elected by the people to do a great work. It is 

a work far too important to stop and answer your 

critics.” 

 

 Rev. Jeffress went on with the Nehemiah 

story.  Nehemiah refused to allow setbacks to stop 

him, setbacks like an economic recession, terrorist 

attacks, and discouraged citizens. And, Nehemiah 

sought God’s help, so he prayed (Nehemiah 1:11).  

 

 Rev. Jeffress said to Pres.-Elect Trump: “I 

believed that you were the only candidate who 

possessed the leadership skills necessary to 

reverse the downward trajectory of our nation. 

But the challenges facing our nation are so great 

that it will take more than natural ability to meet 

them. We need God’s supernatural power.” 

Our Son’s photos were from street level, but this 

aerial photo shows the scene; see the white 

steeple of St John’s just where the last letter [R] 

in the Black Lives Matter “graffiti.” 

https://time.com/4641208/donald-trump-robert-jeffress-st-john-episcopal-inauguration/
https://time.com/4641208/donald-trump-robert-jeffress-st-john-episcopal-inauguration/
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 Rev Jeffress concluded …. “The good 

news is that the same God who empowered 

Nehemiah nearly 2500 years ago is available to 

every one of us today who is willing to humble 

himself and ask for His help. God says in Psalm 

50:15 “Call upon Me in the day of trouble I shall 

rescue you and you will honor Me.” “ 

 

Editor’s Note:  Senator Thune’s comment about 

the “eye of the beholder” was accurate.  The 

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington 

said Trump used violent means to clear the area 

and did not pray at the church or offer balm or 

condolence, whereas evangelical supporters like 

Franklin Graham and Robert Jeffress praised the 

photo op. "Most religious leaders loved it," Trump 

said in an interview on Fox News Radio. "It's only 

the other side that didn't like it." 

  

June: 102nd Anniversary for St Paul’s 

church building and rectory 
 

 St Paul’s 

Mission was 

established in 

1893.  Our 

current building 

was consecrated 

in June, 1918.  

Between 1893 

and 1918, 

services were 

first conducted in 

a town hall, and 

then in a new 

church (see 

photo), which at 

first stood on the corner of 6th St. and 7th Ave.  

just one block from our present location. The 

building was 20 x 40 feet and cost was $1,100.   

 

 That little church was moved down town 

to be near Main Street (5th street and 5th avenue) 

in hopes of attracting more attendance.  Bishop 

Hare wrote in his diary about that little church 

which he visited on April 17, 1917.  He wrote….    

 

“…had a service in the little church, the tiniest 

sanctuary I have yet seen in South Dakota.” 

 

 

 

 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Jonathan H. Folts has been 

our Bishop for about 1.5 years.  In the BC Era 

(before Covid) he 

traveled most weekends 

to parishes throughout the 

Diocese.  Learn more 

about him and his vehicle 

at https://episcopalchurchsd.org/meet-our-

bishop#missionarymiles 

 

 

Our current church building, 6th Street Garden looked good 

before 6th construction this summer.. Have you seen this 

52- second- long video titled “The Beauty of St Paul’s?”   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUc3bAc2VeM 
 

Bishop Foltz greeting St Paul’s 

parishioners after church service. 

 

Fun fact: he is learning to play a tenor 

ukulele, a banjo ukulele, and a guitarlele. 

https://episcopalchurchsd.org/meet-our-bishop#missionarymiles
https://episcopalchurchsd.org/meet-our-bishop#missionarymiles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUc3bAc2VeM
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Family Back 2 School Project 

 

 This is a community effort which will meet 

the challenge of providing school supplies to 

children attending school in Brookings County 

who are struggling with the cost.  Applications are 

currently being accepted for those who are in need 

of assistance.   

 

 This year’s event will be held on Thursday, 

August 13
th

, 2020 at the Faith Reformed Church.  

In 2019 with your help we were able to supply 525 

children with the supplies they needed for the new 

school year.  Each child also received a pair of 

shoes.   

 

 This project combines the efforts of many 

individuals, churches, service groups, school 

counselors, Social Service agencies, the Salvation 

Army, local businesses, and many other groups 

who have concern for children.  Due to COVID-

19, the committee is requesting monetary 

donations in lieu of supplies.   

 

 The committee will then purchase supplies 

needed.  Monetary support can be sent to Family 

Back 2 School, PO Box 224, Brookings, SD 57006 
or call 692-8066 (Jan), 695-4679 (Dawn), or 690-
9803 (Joyce) with any questions.   

 

 
 
 

 

 

Episcopal 101 
 

The Episcopal Church welcomes all who worship 

Jesus Christ, in 111 dioceses and regional areas in 

17 nations.  

 

The mission of the church, as stated in the Book 

of Common Prayer’s catechism (p. 855), is "to 

restore all people to unity with God and each 

other in Christ." 

 

As part of that mission, we’re following Jesus into 

loving, liberating and life-giving relationship with 

God, with each other and with the earth as the 

Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement.  We 

seek every day to love God with our whole heart, 

mind and soul, and to love our neighbors as 

ourselves (Matthew 22:36-40). 

 

For the Episcopal Church, the Jesus Movement 

calls us to focus on three specific Priorities: 

 

EVANGELISM: Listen for Jesus' movement in 

our lives and in the world. Give thanks. Proclaim 

and celebrate it! Invite the Spirit to do the rest. 

 

RECONCILIATION: Embody the loving, 

liberating, life-giving way of Jesus with each 

other. 

 

CREATION CARE: Encounter and honor the 

face of God in creation. 

 

Editor’s Note:  remember WWJD?  See PB Curry 

explain how to answer the WWJD question in a 3-

minute video as he walks the streets of NY 

[interesting to see un-curious NY pedestrians pass 

by as Curry speaks to the camera; but one waves!) 

https://episcopalchurch.org/jesus-movement 

 

Happy Fathers Day – 

Take Father to see the out-of-doors at a 

State Park like Oakwood or Poinset 

parks.    Photo is of two St Paul’s 

Fathers (Bob Lacher and Howard 

Bonnemann) 

https://episcopalchurch.org/jesus-movement
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